Rock, Paper, Scissors… 
Identifying direct vs. indirect character traits in the stories we are told.

We already know what character traits are; individual qualities, attributes, and identifiers which make a character who they are, and contribute to how we understand their choices and actions. 
We also know that there is a difference between physical traits, and personality traits. Physical traits make up what we know about how the character looks. Personality traits, on the other hand, are those traits what represent how a character composes themselves, the decisions they make, how they treat others, etc.
[image: ]Now we are going to discuss the difference between direct, versus indirect character traits! 


Consider the following example:

	Rain cascaded in a torrent, soaking the deep red hair that fell back in mats along the battle worn leather tunic in such desperate need of repair. Once a reflection of master leatherworking; now threads which constantly threatened to snap clung desperately to their eyelets; a false sense of security for the tall, malnourished body it so reliably protected. Months spent with nothing but the continuous downpour of rain to stay hydrated had consumed what little body fat could be found on the lanky Woodland elf. Still, the terror of remaining still for too long had ensured little opportunity for muscle to atrophy[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  To weaken as a result of infrequent use.] 

Now, huddled behind the war ravaged remains of a brick and mortar wall, Ailred Elmaris sat with his heart pounding in anticipation. He had finally made it home, against all odds. He knew full well that his pale skin stood in sharp contrast to the forested nightscape, dimly lit only by the cutting light of the new moon. He was aware that the clamor of alchemical tools[footnoteRef:2] strapped loosely at his side shrieked as violently as a mocking-jay with every subtle movement. He had no time to care about such things; he needed to reach his stash of ingredients.  [2:  Tools associated with Alchemy; the practice of brewing potions] 

The crack of fallen branch breaking broke through the white noise of rainfall. Ailred’s ice blue eyes flashed like lightning, detecting the rapidly oncoming blur. Lean, well practiced hands flashed instantly to the clothbound hilt resting snug within the hawthorn wood sheath, and shot upwards with ferocity to meet the steel fang intent on severing life from body. Blade met blade; the elf pressed slowly onward.
Using the previous example, lets create a basic list of character traits for Ailred Elmaris
Direct Character Traits:
· Direct character traits are the ones that the author or narrator of the story gives to us. They are traits which are either directly written, or directly visible; they require no interpretation.
· In a story, they can be directly quoted from text.
· In a video, they could be directly observed in a photo without context.
What are some examples for Ailred?
· Deep red hair
· ___________
· ___________
· ___________
· ___________
· ___________
Indirect Character Traits:
· Indirect character traits, on the other hand, require interpretation on the readers behalf. They are the conclusions we come to about a character based on the choices and decisions that they make, based on their interactions with others, or how others respond to them. 
· In a story, they can not be directly quoted but instead need to be argued/proven.
· In a video, they would require context outside of a single frame to understand.
What about some examples? (Consider – Why do we think this?)
· Pointy ears – common trait of woodland elves.
· Alert under pressure – he is aware of the sounds he is making, the stick snapping, etc.
· ________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________
Broken: rock, paper, scissors
Pay close attention to the following video, and fill out the DIRECT character traits for each character.

[image: ]Rock: 
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
[image: ]Paper:
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
[image: ]Scissors:
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________
Let’s talk about the indirect traits of each character:
Rock: 	How do we know?
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
Paper:
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
Scissors:
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
· ______________________________                      ________________________________
                                                                                        ________________________________
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